[Peptic complications of gastroesophageal reflux in children. Apropos of 62 cases].
This paper describes 62 cases of peptic complications due to gastro-oesophageal reflux in infants and children at the Children's Hospital in Tunis over a 20 years period. The age of the patients ranged from 6 months to 14 years with a majority of males. Failure to thrive, anemia and respiratory complications were the most common features. Upper gastro-intestinal series and endoscopy were performed in all patients and showed the presence of associated hiatus hernia in 53 patients, oesophagitis in 62 and oesophageal stricture in 33. All patients had a primary course of medical treatment. Fifty-three patients required Nissen's fundoplication. Thirty-one patients required oesophageal dilatation. A complete cure of the structures was achieved in all patients but 7. In the whole series, 4 children died.